
  

 
LESSONS, CAROLS, & COMMUNION 

Old South Church in Boston 
11:00pm  December 24, 2025 

PRELUDE What Child Is This?                           Smith and Hustad, arrs. 
It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 
*CAROL  O Come, All Ye Faithful                                        
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  *PRAYER OF INVOCATION adapted from Frederick Buechner                   Kat Woodard 

 

Savior, be born in each of us as we raise our faces to your face,  
not knowing fully who we are or who you are; 
Knowing only that your love is beyond our knowing  
and that no other has the power to make us whole.  
Come, Lord Jesus, to each who longs for you  
even though we have forgotten your name.  
Come quickly. Amen. 

 
WELCOME 
 
ANTHEM  The Holly and the Ivy                          Rutland Boughton, arr. 

 
The holly and the ivy, when they are both full grown, 

of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the crown. 
 

The rising of the sun and the running of the deer, 
the playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir. 

 
The holly bears a blossom as white as the lily flower, 

and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to be our sweet savior. 
 

The holly bears a berry as red as any blood, 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ for to do us sinners good. 

 
The holly bears a prickle as sharp as any thorn, 

and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ on Christmas day in the morn. 
 

The holly bears a bark as bitter as any gall, 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ for to redeem us all. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 9:2-7                                                                David Story 
 

*  Indicates all who are able may stand. 

Holy Jesus, O Son of the Most High, Prince of Peace,  
be born again into our world.  
Wherever there is war in this world,  
wherever there is pain; 
Wherever there is loneliness,  
wherever there is no hope, come.  
Come, O long-expected one,  
with healing in your wings. 

Holy Child, whom the shepherds and kings 

and the wild beasts adored, be born again. 
Wherever there is boredom,  
wherever there is fear of failure; 
Wherever there is temptation too strong to resist,  
wherever there is bitterness of heart; 
Come, O Blessed One,  
with healing in your wings. 
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*CAROL  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

THE SECOND LESSON  Luke 1:26-35                                                                   Nancy Lane  
 
*CAROL  The Angel Gabriel 
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 THE THIRD LESSON  Luke 2:1-20                                                        Rachel J. Barton 
 
HOMILY                          John M. Edgerton  
 
*CAROL  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

 
THE FOURTH LESSON  Matthew 2:1-12                                                             Kat Woodard 
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 *CAROL  The First Noël 

 

THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER                                                    Donald Wells 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will  be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us  our debts as we forgive 
our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us  from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                                   Kat Woodard 

 

To give via ApplePay, GooglePay, 
or Credit Card, scan the QR code. 
You can also Text 44-321  
and enter OSC to make a gift. 

If you’re new to Old South,  
scan the QR code with your 
smartphone camera  
to tell us more about yourself.  



6 

 OFFERTORY In the Bleak Midwinter                                              Harold Darke 

THE FIFTH LESSON  John 1:1-14                                                              Donald Wells 
 
*CAROL  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan; 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God Almighty— Jesus Christ. 

Enough for him whom cherubim worship night and day, 
a breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay; 

enough for him whom angels fall down before, 
the ox and ass and camel which adore. 

 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
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 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION                                                                         Rachel J. Barton 
 
ANTHEM  Lullay My Liking, Op. 34, No. 2                                               Gustav Holst 

 
Lullay my liking, my dear son, my sweeting; 

lullay my dear heart, mine own dear darling. 
 

I saw a fair maiden sitten and sing: 
she lulléd a little child, a sweeté lording. 

 
That eternal lord is he that made allé thing; 
of allé lordés he is Lord; of allé kinges King. 

 
There was mickle melody at that childés birth: 

though the songsters were heavenly they madé mickle mirth. 
 

Angels bright they sang that night and saiden to that child, 
“Blessed be thou and so be she that is both meek and mild.” 

 
Pray we now to that child, and to his mother dear, 

God grant them all his blessing that now maken cheer. 
 
*PASSING THE LIGHT             John M. Edgerton 
 
*CAROL  Silent night! Holy night! 
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 *BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                       John M. Edgerton  
 
POSTLUDE A Joyous Christmas            John Leavitt, arr. 
 

 

 

NEW YEAR’S AT OLD SOUTH 
 
BOSTON FIRST NIGHT: PIPES AND POPS CONCERTS 
Wednesday, December 31, 6:30 and 8 pm, Old South Church in Boston 
The best of Boston’s brass and percussion artists join organist Mitchell Crawford in a supersonic program of popular 
classics. Featuring fun and engaging programming for the whole family, this concert includes a seasonal sing of “Let 
There Be Peace on Earth.” Experience Old South’s incredible E. M. Skinner organ, with over 7,000 room-shaking 
pipes! Free and open to the public.  
 
PAJAMA CHURCH 
Sunday December 28, Single Worship Service at 10am  
Come for a relaxed celebration of Christmastide as we worship God who is with us, Emmanuel. Come in your pajamas 
or coziest of clothes, bring a loved one and settle in with us to experience the love of God coming into our world. 
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 WELCOME TO OLD SOUTH CHURCH 
Welcome to Old South Church in Boston. We are a progressive Christian church first gathered in 1669. The 
Church played a significant role in early American history. Today, Old 
South Church continues to serve as a sanctuary in the city of Boston.   
 

NEW AT OLD SOUTH? 
Welcome! We are so glad you’re here! If you have any questions or would like to talk to a minister to learn 
more about the church, contact Associate Minister Ashley Popperson at ashley@oldsouth.org.  
 
Children are welcome in all aspects of worship. We also offer childcare from 8:20am-12:30pm every Sunday 
and Church School at 10am. For questions about our children’s and family ministries, email chil-
dren@oldsouth.org.  
 
For LARGE print bulletins or children’s bulletins, please ask an Usher. 
 
An accessible, single-stall restroom is available near Reception. More restrooms are available, ask at the recep-
tion desk.  
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE 
Our hearing loop works directly with devices equipped with a “T-Coil.” The sound is best if 
you sit further inside the pews, away from the aisles. The loop does not work in the upper galleries. If you 
would like to borrow a device paired with our system, please ask an usher. 
 

LEARN MORE 
Check out the church website www.oldsouth.org for more on the history and ministries of Old South. See 
www.oldsouth.org/calendar for a calendar of current events. 
 

CCLI #2802138 CCS #12028  OneLicense #A-700000  
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A NOTE ON THE INCLUSIVE DIMENSIONS OF GOD’S GRACE 
Old South Church in Boston, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, and in the spirit of Christ’s invitation 
carved into the stone of this church’s portico, “Behold I Set Before You an Open Door,” welcomes all who 
seek to know God. Following the One who we believe is Sovereign and Savior, we affirm that each individual 
is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members, seeking with 
others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. 
We invite everyone to join in the common life and mission of our reconciling community through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the worship, rites and sacraments of 
this church. As we all move forward with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to making justice and 
inclusivity a reality in this congregation and in the world.  On the threshold of Christ’s open door, we rely 
upon the healing, unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide. 

WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Join us in person, on Facebook, and YouTube 

FIRST Worship Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
FESTIVAL Worship Sundays at 11:00 a.m.  

THURSDAY NIGHT CHURCH Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.  
HEALING Worship, the second Sunday  at 5 p.m. via Zoom  

 


