
  

 

Silent Night! Holy Night! 
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 Lessons, Carols, & Communion 
December 24th, 2024 «  11:00 p.m. 

  
PRELUDE   Die Hirten an der Krippe (In dulci jubilo) from “Weihnachtsbaum,” S.186                          Franz Liszt 
 
*CAROL   O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                ҺӎӒԖԝӒ ӜӥӎӒӵӒԖ 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION adapted from Frederick Buechner                                                                                     Rachel J. Barton 
 Holy Jesus, O Son of the Most High, Prince of Peace,  
 be born again into our world.  
 Wherever there is war in this world,  
 wherever there is pain; 

*  Indicates all who are able may stand 
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 Wherever there is loneliness,  
 wherever there is no hope, come.  
 Come, O long-expected one,  
 with healing in your wings. 
 
 Holy Child, whom the shepherds and kings 
 and beasts adored, be born again. 
 Wherever there is boredom,  
 wherever there is fear of failure; 
 Wherever there is temptation too strong to resist,  
 wherever there is bitterness of heart; 
 Come, O Blessed One,  
 with healing in your wings. 
 
 Savior, be born in each of us as we raise our faces to your face,  
 not knowing fully who we are or who you are; 
 Knowing only that your love is beyond our knowing  
 and that no other has the power to make us whole.  
 Come, Lord Jesus, to each who longs for you  
 even though we have forgotten your name.  
 Come quickly. Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
 
ANTHEM   I Wonder as I Wander                                   Calvin Hampton, arr. 

 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky,  
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die 

for poor ordn’ry people like you and like I...  
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 
When Mary birthed Jesus ’twas in a cow’s stall,  

with wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.  
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall,  

and the promise of the ages it then did recall. 
 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,  
a star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, 

or all of God’s angels in heaven for to sing,  
he surely could have had it, ‘cause he was the King. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 9:2-7                                                                 Nancy Lane 
 



ࣨ 

 
*CAROL   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                          ӒԖ ӥԖԝ ӒӥӼ’ ԒԃԖ 

THE SECOND LESSON  Luke 1:26-35                                                                      Richard Ling 
 
*CAROL   The Angel Gabriel                                               ӝҺӅԒӥӒӵ’Ԗ ӻӒԖԖҺӝӒ 
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THE THIRD LESSON Luke 2:1-20                                                                         David Story 
 
HOMILY                  John M. Edgerton  
 
*CAROL   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                                                          ӈҺԒԃӵ 

 
THE FOURTH LESSON  Matthew 2:1-12                                                              Donald Wells 
 

To give via ApplePay, GooglePay, 
or Credit Card, scan the QR code. 
You can also Text 44-321  
and enter OSC to make a gift. 

If you’re new to Old South,  

scan the QR code with your 
smartphone camera  
to tell us more about yourself.  
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*CAROL   The First Noël                              ԝӢӒ ӜӥԒԖԝ ӼԃԮӒӵӵ 

 
THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER   
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Unison  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will  be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us  our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us  from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                              Ashley J. Popperson 

To give via ApplePay, GooglePay, 
or Credit Card, scan the QR code. 
You can also Text 44-321  
and enter OSC to make a gift. 

If you’re new to Old South,  
scan the QR code with your 
smartphone camera  
to tell us more about yourself.  
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OFFERTORY  Personent Hodie                                                               John Rutter, arr. 
 

 
THE FIFTH LESSON  John 1:1-14                                                                 Rachel J. Barton 
 

Personent hodie  
voces puerulæ, 

laudantes iucunde 
qui nobis est natus, 
summo Deo datus, 
et de vir, vir, vir… 

et de virgineo ventre procreatus. 
 

In mundo nascitur, 
pannis involvitur 

præsepi ponitur 
stabulo brutorum, 
rector supernorum. 
Perdidit, dit, dit… 

perdidit spolia princeps infernorum. 
 

Magi tres venerunt, 
parvulum inquirunt, 

Bethlehem adeunt, 
stellulam sequendo, 

ipsum adorando, 
aurum, thus, thus, thus… 

aurum, thus, et myrrham ei offerendo. 
 

Omnes clericuli, 
pariter pueri, 

cantent ut angeli: 
advenisti mundo, 
laudes tibi fundo. 

Ideo, o, o… 
ideo gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Let resound today  
children’s voices,  
joyfully praising  
he who is born, 

given by most high God,  
[…] 

and conceived in a virgin’s womb. 
 

Into the world he was born,  
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

laid in a manger  
in a stable for animals, 
the master of heavens. 

[…] 
The Prince of Hell has lost his spoils. 

 
Three Magi came,  

bearing gifts, 
seeking the little one, 

following a star, 
to worship him,  

[…] 
oАering him gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 
Let all the junior clerics, 

and choristers alike, 
sing like angels: 

‘You have come to the world;  
I pour out praises to you. 

[…] 
Therefore, glory to God in the highest!’ 
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*CAROL   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                          ӻӒӼӎӒӵԖԖԃӢӼ 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION                                                                                                                        Ashley J. Popperson 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime                                   Richard Cummins, arr. 
 
*RECESSIONAL                                                                                                                                                                            John M. Edgerton 
 
*CAROL see cover Silent night! Holy night!                                                         ԖԝӥӵӵӒ ӼҺӈӢԝ 
 
*BENEDICTION                                John M. Edgerton  
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 NEW YEAR’S EVE AT OLD SOUTH 
  

SIMPLE NEW YEAR’S SERVICE 
Sunday, December 29th, at 10 a.m. in the Chapel  
 

BOSTON FIRST NIGHT: PIPES AND POPS CONCERTS 
Tuesday, December 31st at 6:30 and 8 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
The best of Boston’s brass and percussion artists join organist Mitchell Crawford in a supersonic program of popular classics. Featuring fun 
and engaging programming for the whole family, this concert includes a seasonal sing of “Auld Lang Syne.” Experience Old South’s 
incredible E. M. Skinner organ, with over 7,000 room-shaking pipes! Free and open to the public. 
  

¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶¶ 
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A NOTE ON THE INCLUSIVE DIMENSIONS OF GOD’S GRACE 
Old South Church in Boston, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, and in the spirit of Christ’s invitation 
carved into the stone of this church’s portico, “Behold I Set Before You an Open Door,” welcomes all who 
seek to know God. Following the One who we believe is Sovereign and Savior, we affirm that each individual 
is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members, seeking with 
others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. 
We invite everyone to join in the common life and mission of our reconciling community through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the worship, rites and sacraments of 
this church. As we all move forward with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to making justice and 
inclusivity a reality in this congregation and in the world.  On the threshold of Christ’s open door, we rely 
upon the healing, unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide. 

WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Join us in person, on Vimeo, Facebook, and YouTube 

FIRST Worship Sundays at ࣭:ࣤࣤ a.m. 
FESTIVAL Worship Sundays at ࣥࣥ:ࣤࣤ a.m. 

THURSDAY NIGHT CHURCH Thursdays at ࣪:ࣤࣤ p.m. 
HEALING Worship, the second Sunday at ࣦࣥ:ࣧࣤ p.m. via Zoom 

Old South Church in Boston thanks you for blessing us with your presence this 
Christmas Eve two-thousand & twenty-four and a special thanks for the leadership of 
John Edgerton, Ashley Popperson, Rachel Barton, Don Wells, David Story,  
Richard Ling, Nancy Lane, Mitchell Crawford, & members of the Old South Choir.   

 


