
 

  

 
A CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  
OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

December 24, 2023 
8:00 p.m. 

OLD SOUTH CHURCH in BOSTON 
 
 

It is Christmas time, a halting-of-hate time. 
On this platform of peace, we can create a language 
to translate ourselves to ourselves and to each other.  

At this holy instant, we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
—from Maya Angelou’s Amazing Peace: A Christmas Poem 

 
 

* Indicates all who are able may stand 
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PRELUDE   Berceuse                                                           Louis Vierne 
   
                                              Richard Purvis, arr. 
 Marche des Rois Mages                                   Théodore Dubois 

 Away in a Manger                               Sue Mitchell Wallace  
          & John Head, arrs. 

 
*CAROL  O Come, All Ye Faithful                                       

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION adapted from Frederick Buechner 
 One:  Holy Jesus, O Son of the Most High, Prince of Peace, be born again into our world.  
 Many:  Wherever there is war in this world, wherever there is pain; 
 One:  Wherever there is loneliness, wherever there is no hope, come.  
 Many:  Come, O long-expected one, with healing in your wings. 

* Indicates all who are able may stand 
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 One:  Holy Child, whom the shepherds and the kings and the dumb beasts adored, be born again.  
 Many:  Wherever there is boredom, wherever there is fear of failure; 
 One:  Wherever there is temptation too strong to resist, wherever there is bitterness of heart; 
 Many:  Come, O Blessed One, with healing in your wings. 
 One:  Savior, be born in each of us as we raise our faces to your face,  

 not knowing fully who we are or who you are; 
 Many:  Knowing only that your love is beyond our knowing  and that no other  
  has the power to make us whole. Come, Lord Jesus, to each who longs for you  

 even though we have forgotten your name.  Come quickly. Amen. 
 

WELCOME                                                                                                           Ashley J. Popperson, Associate Minister 
 
*CAROL   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                                     
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THE FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 40:1-11                                             Laura Walker Dunn 
The prophet speaks of a world reconfigured by the coming of God’s anointed one. 

 
ANTHEM   Go Tell It on the Mountain         Evelyn Simpson-Curenton, arr. 

 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth  

rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON  Luke 1:26-38                                       Rubén Bonilla-Santiago 

The angel Gabriel announces to Mary the fullness of time. 
 
ANTHEM   The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy                           André J. Thomas, arr. 

 
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy… 

…and they said that his name was Jesus. 
 

He come from the glory, he come from the glorious kingdom. 
Oh yes, believer! Born in Bethlehem! 

 
The angels sang when the baby was born… 

…and they said that his name was Jesus. 
 

Wise men came from afar: 
they came following that star. 

They saw where the babe was born  
and they said that his name was Jesus. 

 
THE THIRD LESSON    Luke 2:1-20                                                        Manuel Navia 

When the time is come, the holy birth is revealed first to shepherds. 
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ANTHEM   The Little Drummer Boy                             Harry Simeone, arr. 
 

“Come,” they told me, “our newborn King to see.” 
Our nest gifts we bring to lay before the King, 

so to honor him when we come. 
 

Baby Jesus, I am a poor boy, too. 
I have no gift to bring that’s t to give our King. 

Shall I play for you on my drum? 
 

Mary nodded. The ox and lamb kept time. 
I played my drum for him; I played my best for him. 

Then he smiled at me, me and my drum. 
 
THE FOURTH LESSON  Matthew 2:1–12                                                Paula Hammond 

Sages led by a star encounter the power of evil and the Epiphany of Love. 
 
*CAROL   We Three Kings of Orient Are                              

n.b.: The choir alone sings verse 4; the refrain is sung by all. 
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HOMILY                               John M. Edgerton, Senior Minister 
 
*CAROL   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                               M  

THE FIFTH LESSON John 1:1-16 selections                                      Pamela Roberts 
John ponders the mystical convergence of God’s holy time and human time. 

 
ANTHEM   Jesus Christ the Apple Tree                                   Elizabeth Poston 

 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
laden with fruit and always green; 

the trees of nature fruitless be, 
compared with Christ the apple tree. 

 

His beauty doth all things excel, 
by faith I know but ne’er can tell 
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the glory which I now can see, 
in Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 
For happiness I long have sought, 
and pleasure dearly I have bought; 

I missed of all but now I see 
‘tis found in Christ the apple tree. 

 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 
it keeps my dying faith alive; 

which makes my soul in haste to be 
with Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                                                                                                                    Rachel J. Barton 

Assistant Minister & Nancy S. Taylor Fellow 

OFFERTORY  In the Bleak Midwinter                                    Dale Wood, arr. 
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan; 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 
Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall pass away when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak midwinter a stable place su ced 

the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there; 
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

only his mother, in her maiden bliss, 
worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 

 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 
 

To  give via ApplePay, GooglePay, or with a Credit Card, 
scan the QR code with your smartphone camera. 

You can also Text 44-321 and enter OSC to make a gift. 
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PASSING THE LIGHT                                                             John M. Edgerton 
 
CAROL seated  Silent night! Holy night!                                   
 

BENEDICTION                                           John M. Edgerton 
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*CAROL   Joy to the World!                                                     
 

POSTLUDE  Joy to the World!                                         Sue Mitchell-Wallace 
and John Head, arrs. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

Donations have been made by Old South members and friends in honor and memory of loved ones. A 
listing of gifts is available at the back of the Sanctuary. 

 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 
OLD SOUTH CLOSED DECEMBER 25th THROUGH 30th, and JANUARY 1st 

The sta  of Old South has been running at top speed this fall creating and carrying out our signature 
services. To allow them time to rest and prepare for the start of the new year, the church will be closed the 
week between Christmas and New Year's Eve. May you and yours have a blessed Christmas and a most 
joyous New Year! 

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT OLD SOUTH 
 

SIMPLE NEW YEAR’S SERVICE 
Sunday, December 31st, at 10 a.m. in the Chapel 
 
BOSTON FIRST NIGHT: PIPES AND POPS CONCERT 
Sunday, December 31st at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
The best of Boston’s brass and percussion artists join organist Mitchell Crawford in a supersonic program of 
popular classics of popular classics. Featuring fun and engaging programming for the whole family, this 
concert includes a seasonal sing of “Auld Lang Syne” and “Winter Wonderland”. Experience Old South’s 
incredible E. M. Skinner organ, with over 7,000 room-shaking pipes! Free and open to the public. 
 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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WELCOME TO OLD SOUTH CHURCH 
 

For LARGE print bulletins or children’s bulletins, please ask an Usher. 
Restrooms are available. Just ask!   

An accessible, single-use restroom is available near Reception. 
 
Welcome to Old South Church in Boston. We are a progressive Christian church rst gathered in 1669. The 
Church played a signi cant role in early American history. Today, Old South Church continues to out t itself for 
mission and ministry in the 21st century as a thriving church in the heart of Boston. If you are interested in 
deepening your participation, or if you just love Old South, it’s time to think about membership. Contact Interim 
Associate Minister Katherine Scho eld at katherine@oldsouth.org 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE 
Our hearing loop works directly with devices equipped with a “T-Coil.” The sound is best if you sit further inside 
the pews, away from the aisles. The loop does not work in the upper galleries. If you would like to borrow a device 
paired with our system, please ask an usher.  

   

GARAGE PARKING VALIDATIONS 
We have arrangements for discounted parking with two nearby garages for Old South Church worship or church 
business (excluding weddings and concerts). For more information check out www.oldsouth.org/your-first-visit or see 
the front desk.  
 

LEARN MORE 
Check out the church website at www.oldsouth.org/calendar for a calendar of events, and the general website 
www.oldsouth.org for more on the history and other information about this storied ship of faith! 
 

CCLI #2802138 v CCS #12028 v OneLicense #A-700000 
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OLD SOUTH CHURCH in BOSTON — MINISTERS, OFFICERS, & STAFF 
 

John M. Edgerton, Senior Minister 
Ashley J. Popperson, Associate Minister   

Rachel Barton, Assistant Minister and Nancy S. Taylor Fellow 
 

Donald A. Wells, Theologian in Residence v June R. Cooper, Theologian in the City  
David Story, Wedding Minister v Ken Orth, Healing Worship Minister 

Madison Chau, Seminary Fellow 
 

James W. Crawford, Senior Minister Emeritus v Nancy S. Taylor, Senior Minister Emeritus  
 

Mitchell Crawford, Minister of Music 
George Sargeant, Associate Organist & Choirmaster 

Tim Harbold, Director, Gospel Choir v Peter Coulombe, Director, Old South Ringers 
 

Kate Nintcheu, Director, Children & Family Ministries  
Summer Marsh, Director, Old South Preschool 

Aislin Kate Anderson, Children’s Choir Director 
 

Amelia Gerrard, Church Administrator v John Braught, Director of Operations 
Rémy Hat eld-Gardner, Administrative Assistant v Kathleen Steen, Staff Accountant 

 Emily Ross, Archivist v Karen Hand, Wedding Coordinator 
 

Jamie Garuti Sage, Multimedia Director  
Rémy Hat eld-Gardner and William Wei, Livestream Production Assistants v Ava Welling, Sound Technician 

 

Elias Perez, Senior Sexton v Ozo Nwodo, Richard Serebour, and David Brode, Sextons 
Corey Spence, Weekday Receptionist 

Shirley Bivins, Shelia Randolph, and George Sargeant, Evening & Weekend Receptionists 
 

Phil Stern, Moderator v Rob Gabler, Clerk v Bill Bulkeley, Treasurer  
Debby Kuenstner, Chair, Board of Trustees v Kate Silfen, Historian 

Christine Del Favero and Tony Rich, Senior Deacons v Vicki Newman, Pledge Secretary  

A NOTE ON THE INCLUSIVE DIMENSIONS OF GOD’S GRACE 
Old South Church in Boston, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, and in the spirit of Christ’s invitation carved into the stone 
of this church’s portico, “Behold I Set Before You an Open Door,” welcomes all who seek to know God. Following the One 
who we believe is Sovereign and Savior, we affirm that each individual is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be 
like one body with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, 
physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression to journey together toward the promised 
realm of God. We invite everyone to join in the common life and mission of our reconciling community through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the worship, rites and sacraments of this church. As 
we all move forward with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to making justice and inclusivity a reality in this 
congregation and in the world.  On the threshold of Christ’s open door, we rely upon the healing, unconditional nature of 
God’s love and grace to be our help and guide. 


