September 25th, 2022

Sixteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
Warning! To enter into the life of this people of God is to encounter God’s soul-challenging,
life-changing, radicalizing love. Will you join us? Do you dare?

GATHER
PRELUDE

Prélude Modal, Op. 6, No. 1

*HYMN 436

God of Grace and God of Glory

Jean Langlais
CWM RHONDDA

*CALL TO WORSHIP adapted from Psalm 139
Katherine A. Schofield
One: Your love, O God, is drawing us together!
Many: Your compassion, O Jesus, is drawing us together!
One: Your creativity, O Spirit, is drawing us together!
Many: Re-create our community as we offer our prayers and praise.
One: Gather us into the comforting shelter of Your presence,
Many: teach us to offer the shelter of our compassion to the world.
One: You have blessed us with life, with time, with community;
Many: teach us to use these gifts to bless our neighbors.
* Indicates all who are able may stand

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Please greet those around you, wishing them “peace” or “the peace of Christ.”
*SUNG RESPONSE

Soloist, Choir:
God welcomes all, strangers and friends;
God’s love is strong and it never ends.
Congregation:

WELCOME
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE

Kate M. Nintcheu
Luke 16:19-31

Stephanie LaShoto-Westfield

Following the scripture, children who wish to may meet childcare staff
in the back of the sanctuary and proceed to the 3rd floor.
ANTHEM

Poor Man Lazarus
Poor man Lazarus, sick and disabled;
Dip your finger in the water, come and cool my tongue,
’cause I’m tormented in the flame.
He had to eat crumbs from the rich man’s table.

Jester Hairston, arr.

I’m tormented in the flame! I’m tormented in the flame!
Dip your finger in the water, come and cool my tongue,
’cause I’m tormented in the flame.
Rich man Dives, he lived so well;
and when he died he went straight to hell. Refrain.

I love to shout, I love to sing;
I love to praise my heavenly King. Refrain.
SERMON
*HYMN 587

Comfort and Blessing

Richard E. Spalding

Through All the World, a Hungry Christ

DE TAR

RESPOND
*CALL TO PRAYER
One: God be with you.
Many: And also with you.
One: May the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts.
Many: Christ is our peace, our light, and our hope.
One: Let us pray. Please be seated.

Donald A. Wells

PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
O gracious and loving Spirit, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
The Old South Ringers
Peter Coulombe, director

CALL TO THE OFFERING

Michael Helman, arr.

Katherine A. Schofield
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OFFERTORY

Ain’-a That Good News

William L. Dawson, arr.

I got a crown up in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news!
I got a crown up in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news!
I'm-a gonna lay down this world, gonna shoulder up-a my cross,
gonna take it home-a to my Jesus, ain’-a that good news!

I got a harp up in-a the Kingdom…
I got a robe up in-a the Kingdom…
I got a Savior in-a the Kingdom…
*DOXOLOGY
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN 590

Spirit of Jesus, If I Love My Neighbor

BENJAMIN

*BIDDING TO MISSION AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

IV. Dialogue sur les Mixtures from Suite Brève

Jean Langlais

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Please join us for refreshments & fellowship
in the Gordon Chapel following the Postlude.
The flowers today are given by Robin and John Briggs,
in celebration of their 22nd wedding anniversary;
for the joy their daughters, Allie and Molly, bring to their lives;
and, in gratitude for their membership at Old South Church.
The family of Alice Andrews invites you to a service celebrating her life
at 2:00 pm today in the Gordon Chapel.
Close-Up, a twenty minute tour of the Sanctuary,
begins following Worship at the front of the Sanctuary.
Led by docent Dick Yeo.

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

To give via ApplePay, GooglePay, or with a Credit Card,
scan the QR code with your smartphone camera.
You can also Text 44-321 and enter OSC to make a gift.
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NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC
Jester Hairston (1901–2000) was a renowned composer, choral conductor, songwriter,
arranger, and sometime actor — as well as an authority on negro spirituals. He is familiar to
Old South (whether by name or not) through his arrangement of the spiritual Amen, the
opening refrain of which heralds the entry of children into First Worship just before communion. Hairston was born in Belews Creek, North Carolina, but the family soon relocated
to Homestead, Pennsylvania. In the aftermath of the early death of his father, Hairston’s
mother set out to support her family, with Jester raised primarily by his grandmother. For
Hairston, this proximity to his grandmother was formative, facilitating a deep appreciation
of her life during the Antebellum Period in the rural South. Hairston relates, “I listened to
the old people until I was 18 and left for college. By then, I knew all the dialects of the different plantations. All their music and stories went into my brain.” He enrolled at
the Massachusetts Agricultural College in 1921 and became active in several church
choirs and choral groups. An early benefactor, Anna Laura Kidder, recognized his musical
potential and helped finance his study of music at Tufts University, where he graduated in
1929. Throughout an incredible, six-decade career in choral music, Hairston understood his
gift (and challenge) lay in “teaching white people to get it right — the dialect and the nice
swings, the rhythm.” Here, Hairston puts his finger on something so essential for performers of this genre: only when approached with sensitivity, in full awareness of the authentic
modes of performance practice, do we honor — and not appropriate — this repertory.
The spiritual arrangements of William Levi Dawson (1899–1990) are among the most
significant within the genre. Dawson’s spirituals, while not the first to employ thick textures
and lush sonorities, are certainly among the most exceptional in this regard, and point the
way to further development at the hands of, among others, Moses Hogan and André
Thomas. Dawson was born in Anniston, Alabama and came of age during a period marked
by increasing interest in acapella choral singing. Having fled his home at the age of 13,
Dawson enrolled as a student at the Tuskegee Institute, the only school in the area to
accept African-Americans at the time. Following a stint as a music educator in the Kansas
City public schools, Dawson would return to Tuskegee in 1931, where he quickly grew the
100-voice choir into a prominent touring ensemble. Broadcasts and recordings soon followed, as did notable appearances before Presidents Hoover and Roosevelt.
Though he began writing music at an early age, Dawson’s acclaim as a composer received a
considerable boost when, in 1934, his Negro Folk Symphony was premiered by Leopold
Stokowski and the Philadelphia Orchestra. Afterward, and undoubtedly encouraged by
his work with the Tuskegee Choir, Dawson concentrated his efforts on the spiritual, producing some two dozen arrangements between 1931 and 1956, the year he left the Institute.

WELCOME TO OLD SOUTH CHURCH
For LARGE print bulletins or children’s bulletins, please ask an Usher.
Restrooms are available. Just ask!
An accessible, single-use restroom is available near Reception.
Welcome to Old South Church in Boston. We are a progressive Christian church first
gathered in 1669. The Church played a significant role in early American history.
Today, Old South Church continues to outfit itself for mission and ministry in the 21st
century as a thriving church in the heart of Boston.
If you are interested in deepening your participation, or if you just love Old South, it’s
time to think about membership. Contact Interim Associate Minister Katherine
Schofield at katherine@oldsouth.org

HEARING ASSISTANCE
Our hearing loop works directly with devices equipped with a “T-Coil.” The sound is
best if you sit further inside the pews, away from the aisles. The loop does not work in
the upper galleries. If you would like to borrow a device paired with our system, please
ask an usher.

GARAGE PARKING VALIDATIONS
We have arrangements for discounted parking with two nearby garages for Old South
Church worship or church business (excluding weddings and concerts). For more
information check out www.oldsouth.org/your-first-visit or see the front desk.

LEARN MORE
Check out the church website at www.oldsouth.org/calendar for a calendar of
events, and the general website www.oldsouth.org for more on the history and other
information about this storied ship of faith!

CCLI #2802138 v CCS #12028 v OneLicense #A-700000
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OLD SOUTH CHURCH IN BOSTON MINISTERS, OFFICERS, & STAFF
Richard E. Spalding, Interim Senior Minister
James W. Crawford, Senior Minister Emeritus v Nancy S. Taylor, Senior Minister Emeritus
Katherine A. Schofield, Interim Associate Minister
Donald A. Wells, Theologian in Residence v June R. Cooper, Theologian in the City
Howard Cha-Young Kim, Pastoral Resident
David Story, Wedding Minister v Ken Orth, Healing Worship Minister
Mitchell Crawford, Minister of Music
George Sargeant, Associate Organist & Choirmaster
Tim Harbold, Director, Gospel Choir v Willie Sordillo, Director, Jazz Worship Music
Peter Coulombe, Director, Old South Ringers
Kate Nintcheu, Director, Children & Family Ministries
Summer Marsh, Director, Old South Preschool
Helen McCrady, Senior Church Administrator v John Braught, Director of Operations
Jamie Garuti, Multimedia Director v Linda Van Praet, Accounting & Human Resources
Alex Pickering, Administrative Assistant v Emily Ross, Archivist v Dee Kovrlija, Bookkeeper
Ralph Watson, Snowden Partnership Coordinator v Karen Hand, Wedding Coordinator
Rémy Hatfield-Gardner and William Wei, Livestream Production Assistants
Elias Perez, Senior Sexton v Ozo Nwodo, Richard Serebour, and David Brode, Sextons
Corey Spence, Weekday Receptionist
Shirley Bivins, Shelia Randolph, and George Sargeant, Evening & Weekend Receptionists
Phil Stern, Moderator v Rob Gabler, Clerk v Bill Bulkeley, Treasurer
Kristi Geary, Chair, Board of Trustees v Kate Silfen, Historian
Paul Brouillette & Susan Navia, Senior Deacons v Vicki Newman, Pledge Secretary

A NOTE ON THE INCLUSIVE DIMENSIONS OF GOD’S GRACE

Old South Church in Boston, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, and in the spirit of Christ’s invitation carved
into the stone of this church’s portico, “Behold I Set Before You an Open Door,” welcomes all who seek to
know God. Following the One who we believe is Sovereign and Savior, we affirm that each individual is a
child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members, seeking with others of
every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation,
gender identity, and gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. We invite
everyone to join in the common life and mission of our reconciling community through participation and
leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the worship, rites and sacraments of this church. As we
all move forward with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to making justice and inclusivity a reality
in this congregation and in the world. On the threshold of Christ’s open door, we rely upon the healing,
unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide.
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