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LAST SUNDAY FOR ALL CHURCH READ 
An Altar in the World, our Lenten All-Church Read 
10am Sundays, 2nd ǳloor, or Zoom tinyurl.com/2025ForumOSC password community 
Join us as we explore the lessons author Barbara Brown Taylor includes in her 
book An Altar in the World. We'll highlight and discuss some of her teaching 
each week. Prior reading is not required, you will still learn and be able to 
participate. 
· Sunday Apr 6th: Feeling Pain, Being Present to God,  
 and Pronouncing Blessings 

 

POEMS FOR THE JOURNEY: 
A LENTEN/HOLY WEEK GATHERING OF VERSE 
Sunday, April ٸٹ ,ٻٹam,  
Mary Norton Hall or Zoom tinyurl.com/2025ForumOSC password community 
Join Theologian in Residence, Don Wells, in sharing poems and prose 
selections that reǳlect our Lenten and Holy Week journey. This is a new event 
similar to our annual Advent and Christmas Poetry Fest. To participate, let Don 
know the title of your selection (granwell@comcast.net). Choose not to 
read?  Come anyway and hear others share their oǱferings.  

LENT 

BLESSINGS FOR MARATHON SUNDAY  
CoǱfee Hours through April ٻٹ 
This year, we will be distributing felt hearts on the 
weekend of the Boston Marathon as a blessing. We 
invite you to decorate these hearts by embroidering 
encouraging words, patterns, or designs. We will 
have supplies available for decorating on the 
Sundays leading up to April ٸٺth during coǱfee hour. 
Questions? Email ashley@oldsouth.org. 



SHELTERING OUR NEIGHBORS: SIX HOST HOMES BY EASTER 
As federal and state immigration policies change, refugees and migrants in Mass. remain in 
need of shelter. The New Neighbors Task Force, along with an ecumenical coalition led by the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches, has set a goal of six host homes by Easter. Working with 
trusted social service agencies, Old Southers are stepping forward to host new neighbors 
(both families with children and individuals) in their homes for stays as short as an overnight 
and as long as several months. We are forming circles of support around each of these hosts 
to oǱfer emotional support, transportation, babysitting, and other assistance as needed. If 
you are interested or want more information, please email ashley@oldsouth.org.  
 

INFORMATIONAL LUNCH FOR POSSIBLE HOSTS AND SUPPORTERS 
Sunday, April ٻٹ, fourth ǳloor Guild Room RSVP by April ٸٹ at tinyurl.com/AprilٻٹLunchOSC 
If you are interested in hosting new neighbors in their homes for one night or for extended 
stays and if you are interested in supporting Old Southers who are hosting, please join us for 
lunch following Festival Worship on April ٻٹth in the Guild Room. We will share information 
and lunch while building support circles around our hosts. We will have the Congregational 
Coordinator for the Massachusetts Council of Churches with us, the Rev. Tina Rathbone, who 
will oǱfer some wisdom on home hosting.  
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
You may have noticed the fish-shaped boxes around the church building -- these boxes 
harken back to Jesus' miraculous feeding of the ٸٸٸ,ٽ people with a little boy's oǱfering of fish 
and bread -- and we're hoping to contribute to more miracles. The Lenten special oǱfering, 
"One Great Hour of Sharing", is part of the United Church of Christ's Wider Mission. As people 
who believe in a God who transcends all borders, we are called to embrace those in need who 
are divided from us by human-made boundaries. One Great Hour of Sharing oǱfers an 
opportunity to contribute to international aid. In partnership with multiple Protestant 
denominations, this oǱfering makes a life saving diǱference in the lives of the most 
vulnerable. Children will be collecting donations within their small fish boxes, which we'll 
welcome back and bless during First Worship on Palm Sunday April ٻٹth. Adults may 
contribute to this oǱfering throughout Lent in worship, or via our online portal at tinyurl.com/
OSCGiving.  



HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHT:  
TENSION BETWEEN SAMUELS, by Kate Silfen, Historian 
The morning of January 14, 1697, was a special one in the life of the 
Old South Church in Boston. It was a day of fasting and prayer for 
several churches in the city, including Old South. As the Reverend 
Samuel Willard walked towards the pulpit at the beginning of the 

service, Old South member Judge Samuel Sewall passed him a note. Reading from this note, 
Reverend Willard announced that Judge Sewall wanted to repent for his role in sentencing 
five women to death during the infamous Salem Witch Trials five years earlier and to “take 
the blame and the shame of it.” The two Samuels had enjoyed a long friendship, and this was 
a moment of reconciliation that ended several years of tension between them.  Read the full 
blog at  oldsouth.org/historical-highlight-tension-between-samuels. 
 

HEARD IT AT COUNCIL MARCH ٽٺٸٺ 
Go to tinyurl.com/OSCMarchٽٺCouncil to read the full blog 
Church Historian, Kate Silfen, shares highlights of this month’s Council meeting that 
includes finances and insights gained from small groups at Annual Meeting. 
 

GREEN YOUR EASTER: Instead of Plastic Eggs, Try Real Eggs 
Those plastic eggs are inexpensive, colorful, and oh so exciting to see peeking out from the 
grass during an Easter egg hunt. Yet these fun little eggs are made of plastic, typically break 
or come apart within a short time of being purchased, and usually cannot be recycled. 
Instead of shelling out for store-bought plastic, why not hunt for real eggs, hand-colored or 
dyed? Kids will absolutely love being able to create their own colorful Easter eggs, and there 
are some incredible tutorials online detailing how to make nontoxic egg dye from beets, 
turmeric, cabbage, and more! Go to tinyurl.com/ٽٺٸٺeco-Easter to learn more. 
.  

WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Join us in person, on Facebook, and YouTube 

Thursday night church, Thursdays at ٸٸ:پ p.m.  
FIRST Worship Sundays at ٸٸ:ځ a.m. 

FESTIVAL Worship Sundays at ٸٸ:ٹٹ a.m. 
VESPERS HEALING Worship, Second Sundays at ٸٸ:ٽ p.m. via Zoom  



NOTICES ٹ) Worship services and events at Old South Church are sometimes photographed and videotaped to 
document the vibrant life of our church. If you do not wish to be included in these recordings, please notify an 
usher. ٺ) Please do not leave bags unattended in the building, including the Sanctuary, for any length of time. 

 
Learn more at www.oldsouth.org/holyweek 

 

PȂɭɶ S˅ɸȦȂ˨ — April 13 | 9 & 11 a.m. 
We mark Jesus’ triumphal entrance into Jerusalem as our shouts of Hosanna fade to the drama of 
the coming week.  

MȂ˅ɸȦ˨ Tɏ˅ʩʱȦȂ˨ — April 17 | 6 p.m.  
This year’s Maundy Thursday service will be a fresh experience. In the past, we’ve focused on the 
failures of the disciples. This year, we will highlight the many giǻts Jesus gave them to prepare and 
sustain them for the challenging days ahead. With music led by Audrey Woodhams, find 
sustenance and encouragement for the living of these days.   

GʂʂȦ FʩɔȦȂ˨ — April 18 | 7 p.m.  
This Good Friday, the Old South Chamber Chorus and soloists will present a performance of Sir John 
Stainer’s passion oratorio The Crucifixion, a musical retelling of our redeemer’s final hours. Modeled 
on the great passion settings of Bach, Stainer’s oratorio is among the most popular English-
language works depicting the events surrounding Christ’s death. Premiered in 1887 — roughly 
contemporaneous with the New Old South Church edifice — the work combines recitatives, solos 
and masterful choruses that range from graphic shouts of “Crucify!” to the work’s beloved 
centerpiece, “God So Loved the World.”  

EȂʱʽȭʩ & MȂʩȂʽɏʂɸ S˅ɸȦȂ˨ | April 20 
7 a.m. 

Join us for a brief, informal outdoor service to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ and to bless 
the athletes of the Boston Marathon. With bagpipe and public art, celebrate the joy of the 
resurrection under the portico.   

9 a.m., 11 a.m., & 1 p.m.  
The triumph of the Christian story of resurrection informs a service of worship that is characterized 
by joyous celebration. Our celebration continues with hundreds of marathoners joining us for 
worship, where we will pause to acknowledge the runners, their families, and volunteers in a special 
“Blessing of the Athletes.”  For children: childcare will be available on the 3rd floor from 8:20 - 
12:30,  and we will  have  Children's Worship  for older  children  for  a  porƟon of  the  9am and 
11am services. For details please reach out to Director of Children and Families Kate Nintcheu 
at children@oldsouth.org. 
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To give via ApplePay, GooglePay, 
or Credit Card, scan the QR code. 
You can also Text 44-321  
and enter OSC to make a gift. 

If you’re new to Old South,  
scan the QR code with your 
smartphone camera  
to tell us more about yourself.  

Hʂɭ˨  Wȭȭɪ & EȂʱʽȭʩ 2025 
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