January 12,2025 <+ Old South Church 7z Boston

First Sunday
After the
Epiphany

Take beart: it is not too late to build a better world.

GATHER

PRELUDE Prélude sur IIntroit de ’Epiphanie, Op. 13 Maurice Duruflé
*HYMN We Three Kings KINGS OF ORIENT
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We  three kings of O - ri - ent are; bear - ing gifts we trav-erse a - far,
Born a King on Beth - le - hem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him a - gain,
Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I, in - cense owns a de - i - ty nigh;
Myrrh is mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a  life  of gath - er - ing gloom;
Glo - rious now be-hold him a - rise, King and God and Sac - 1 - fice:
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field and foun - tain, moor and moun - tain, fol - low - ing yon - der star.
King for -ev - er, ceas - ing nev - er o - ver us all to reign.
prayer and prais - ing voic - es rais - ing, wor - ship - ing God on High.
sorrow - ing, sigh - ing, ©bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in  the stone - cold tomb.
Al - le -lu - ial Al - le - lu - 1ial soundsthrough the earth and skies.
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west - ward lead - ing, still pro-ceed - ing, guide us to thy per - fect light.

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1857, alt.
Tune: KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1857

*Indicates all who are able may stand



CALL TO WORSHIP
When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph,
God is there.

When the star leads the way through the night,

God is there.

When the Wise Ones kneel at the manger,

God is there.

When the hungry are fed and the oppressed set free,

God is there.

When souls are healed and grace is found,

God is there.

This very morning,

God is here.

In the future we cannot yet see,
God is there.

We gather this day,

to worship our ever present God!

WELCOME

LISTEN

Amabhl and the Night Visitors

Opera in one act by Gian-Carlo Menotti (1911-2007)

Amahl:

His Mother:
King Kaspar:
King Melchior:
King Balthazar:
The Page:

Kate Wood, soprano
Adriana Repetto, soprano
Henri Youmans, tenor
Paul Soper, baritone
Matthew Wight, bass
Terry Hayes, tenor

TaE OLD SouTH CHURCH FEsTIVvAL CHOIR

Leslie Amper, piano ® Elizabeth England, oboe

Ashley Popperson

Mitchell Crawford



SCENE 1.
It is night. The crystal-clear winter sky is dotted with stars, the Eastern star flaming amongst them.
Outside a cottage sits Amabl, wrapped in an oversized cloak, playing bis shepherd’s pipe; his mother, at
work inside the cottage, calls him to bed (“Amabl! Amabl!”). After much persuasion, be enters the house,
but his mother does not believe him when be tells ber there is a star ‘as large as a window’ hanging over
their roof (“O Mother, You Should Go Out and See” — “Stop Bothering Me!”). Anguished over their
increasingly dive economic situation, Amahl’s mother weeps, praying that Amahl not become a beggar.

He comforts ber, suggesting that, were the pair to go begging, he would be successful in his appeals (“Don’t
Cry Mother Dear”).

Prelude

Amahl! Amahl! (Mother, Amahl)

Oh, Mother, You Should Go Out and See! (Amahl, Mother)

Scan the

Stop Bothering Me! (Mother, Amahl) QR code

for the libretto

Poor Amahl! Hunger Has Gone to Your Head (Mother)
Don’t Cry, Mother Dear (Amahl, Mother)

SCENE II.
Amabl and his Mother settle down to sleep; the only lights are a faint glow in the fireplace and the
radiance of the sky through the window. From a distance the voices of the three kings are beard (“From
Far Away We Come”). Gradually they appear: first Melchior, bearing a coffer of gold, then Balthazar,
bearing the chalice of myrrb, and finally Kaspar, bearing the urn of incense. Hearing a knock at the
door, the mother tells Amabl to go see who it is (“Amabl... Yes Mother!”). Doubting Amahbl’s story, she goes
to the door herself, and is stunned to find three kings outside the entrance. After she welcomes them in, the
kings tell of their arduous star-led journey to visit a wondrous Child (“Good Evening!” — “Come In!”).
The mother offers what hospitality she can, while Amabl acquaints bimself with the visitors (“Are You a
Real King?”; “This is My Box”). The mother returns (“Amabhl, I Told You Not to Be a Nuisance!”) and
asks Amabl to rouse the neighboring shepherds in hopes they will provide refreshment and entertainment

for the regal guests.
From Far Away We Come (Kaspar, Melchior, Balthazar)

Amabhl...Yes, Mother (Mother, Amahl)



Good Evening! Good Evening! (Kaspar, Melchior, Balthazar, Amahl, Mother)
Come In, Come In! (Mother, Melchior, Amahl)
Are You a Real King? (Amahl, Balthazar, Kaspar)
This Is My Box (Kaspar)
Amabhl, I Told You Not to Be a Nuisance! (Mother, Amahl)
Oh, These Beautiful Things (Mother, Melchior)
Have You Seen a Child (Melchior, Mother, Balthazar, Kaspar)
Shepherds! Shepherds! (Chorus, Mother, Melchior)
INTERLUDE: Shepherds’ Dance
Thank You, Good Friends (Balthazar, Chorus, Amahl, Kaspar)

SCENE II1.
After the neighbors have left and the kings are resting, the mother attempts to steal some of the gold
meant for the Holy Child (“All Thar Gold”), but is thwarted by the kings’ page (“Thief! Thief!”).
When Amabl wakes to find the page restraining his mother, be attacks bim (“Don'’t You Dare!”).
Understanding the mother’s desperation, Melchior allows her to keep the gold, suggesting the Holy Child
will need neither earthly power nor wealth to build his kingdom (“Ob, Woman, You May Keep the
Gold”). But the mother, who bhas ‘waited all ber life for such a king,’” asks Melchior to take it back.

Amabl wishes to send a gift of his own to the Child, but has nothing to give except his crutch (“Ob, No,
Wait”). When he offers it to the kings, his leg is miraculously healed ("I Walk, Mother”). With

permission from his mother, be leaves with the kings to see the Child and give bis crutch in thanks for
being healed.

All That Gold! (Mother)

Thief! Thief! (Page, Melchior, Balthazar, Kaspar)

Don’t You Dare! (Amahl)



Oh, Woman, You May Keep the Gold (Melchior)
Oh, No, Wait...Take Back Your Gold! (Mother, Amahl)
I Walk, Mother! (Amahl, Kaspar, Melchior, Balthazar, Mother, Page)
Do You Really Want to Go? (Mother, Amahl, Kaspar, Balthazar)
Shepherds, Arise! (Chorus, King Melchior, Amahl)
Amahl and the Night Visitors was the first opera commissioned especially for television,

and was given its premiere by the NBC Television Opera Theatre
in New York City on December 24, 1951.

RESPOND

CALL TO THE OFFERING John M. Edgerton
To give via ApplePay, GooglePay, If you’re new to Old South,
or Credit Card, scan the QR code. scan the QR code with your
You can also Text 44-321 smartphone camera
and enter OSC to make a gift. to tell us more about yourself.
OFFERTORY March of the Magi Kings Théodore Dubois

n.b.: the sustained bigh pitch represents the star
which guided the Three Kings to the Holy Family in Bethlebem.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION Jer Jurma
*HYMN 154 Go Tell It On the Mountain TRAD. SPIRITUAL
*BIDDING TO MISSION AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
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Join us for Refreshments & Fellowship
in the Gordon Chapel following the Postlude.

The flowers today are given
in loving memory of James L. McDonnel
by the Receptionists and Staff
of Old South Church.

Close-Up, a twenty minute tour of the Sanctuary,

begins immediately following worship at the front of the Sanctuary.
Led by docent Kate Silfen.
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WELCOME TO OLD SOUTH CHURCH

Welcome to Old South Church in Boston. We are a progressive Christian church first gathered in
1669. The Church played a significant role in early American history. Today, Old
South Church continues to serve as a sanctuary in the city of Boston.

NEW AT OLD SOUTH?
Welcome! We are so glad you’re here! Please take a moment to fill out a friendship pad so that we can
be in touch with you. If you have any questions or would like to talk to a minister to learn more
about the church, contact Associate Minister Ashley Popperson at ashley@oldsouth.org.

Children are welcome in all aspects of worship. We also ofter childcare from 8:20am-12:30pm every
Sunday and Church School at 10am. For questions about our children’s and family ministries, email
children@oldsouth.org.

For LARGE print bulletins or children’s bulletins, please ask an Usher.

An accessible, single-stall restroom is available near Reception. More restrooms are available, ask at
the reception desk.

HEARING ASSISTANCE
Our hearing loop works directly with devices equipped with a “T-Coil.” The sound is best if
you sit further inside the pews, away from the aisles. The loop does not work in the upper galleries. If
you would like to borrow a device paired with our system, please ask an usher.



GARAGE PARKING VALIDATIONS
We have arrangements for discounted parking with two nearby garages for Old South Church
worship or church business (excluding weddings & concerts). For more information check out
www.oldsouth.org/your-first-visit or see the front desk.

LEARN MORE
Check out the church website www.oldsouth.org for more on the history and ministries of Old
South. See www.oldsouth.org/calendar for a calendar of current events.
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Old South Church 7z Boston invites you
to its Signature Services and Events during the coming year.

Hovry WEEK 2025
Palm Sunday — April 13 | 9AM & 11AM
Maundy Thursday — April 17 | 7PM
Good Friday — April 18 | 7PM

EASTER €& MARATHON SUNDAY

April 20, 2025 | 9AM, 11AM, & 1PM

The triumph of the Christian story of resurrection informs a service of worship that is characterized
by joyous celebration. Our celebration continues with hundreds of marathoners joining us for
worship, where we will pause to acknowledge the runners, their families, and volunteers in a special

“Blessing of the Athletes.”

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

November 2, 2025 | 11AM

In a solemn service of sacred music, we gather to name and remember our own beloved dead who
now rest from their labors in the arms of God.

MEETING HOUSE SUNDAY

November 23, 2025 | 11AM

We return to our ancestral home, the Old South Meeting House at Washington & Milk Streets, to
give thanks for God's many blessings and the rich history of our faith.



OLD SOUTH CHURCH iz BOSTON — MINISTERS, OFFICERS, & STAFF

John M. Edgerton, Senior Minister
Ashley J. Popperson, Associate Minister % Rachel ]. Barton, Assistant Minister
Gracie Paterson, Nancy S. Taylor Leadership Fellow % Kat Woodard, Seminarian

Donald A. Wells, Theologian in Residence % June R. Cooper, Theologian in the City
David F. Story, Wedding Minister % Kenneth H. Orth, Healing Worship Minister

James W. Crawford, Senior Minister Emeritus % Nancy S. Taylor, Senior Minister Emeritus

Mitchell Crawford, Minister of Music
Audrey Woodhams, Creative Director for Twilight Worship
Tim Harbold, Director, Gospel Choir % Peter Coulombe, Director, Old South Ringers

Kate Nintcheu, Director, Children € Family Ministries
Summer Marsh, Director, Old South Preschool
Aislin Kate Anderson, Children’s Choir Director % Juniper Mai, Children’s Choir Accompanist

Amelia Gerrard, Director of Administration % Rebecca Pasipanodya, Director of Operations
Rémy Hatfield-Gardner, Administrative Assistant < Kathleen Steen, Staff Accountant
Emily Ross, Archivist % Karen Hand, Wedding Coordinator

Jamie Garuti Sage, Multimedia Director
Rémy Hatfield-Gardner &€ William Wei, Livestream Production Assistants % Ava Welling, Sound Technician

Elias Perez, Senior Sexton % Ozo Nwodo, Richard Serebour, € David Brode, Sextons
Corey Spence, Weekday Receptionist
Shirley Bivins, Shelia Randolph, & William Wei, Evening € Weekend Receptionists

Maren Batalden, Moderator < Rob Gabler, Clerk %+ Bill Bulkeley, Treasurer
Debby Kuenstner, Chazir, Board of Trustees % Kate Silfen, Historian
Christine Del Favero €9 Laurie Stickels, Senzor Deacons

A NOTE ON THE INCLUSIVE DIMENSIONS OF GOD’S GRACE

Old South Church in Boston, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, and in the spirit of Christ’s invitation carved into the stone of this
church’s portico, “Behold I Set Before You an Open Door,” welcomes all who seek to know God. Following the One who we believe is
Sovereign and Savior, we affirm that each individual is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many
members, secking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual
orientation, gender identity, and gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. We invite everyone to join in
the common life and mission of our reconciling community through participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully
sharing in the worship, rites and sacraments of this church. As we all move forward with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to
making justice and inclusivity a reality in this congregation and in the world. On the threshold of Christ’s open door, we rely upon the
healing, unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide.
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